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RUSSIANS WITHIN FIRING DISTANCE. OF

REPEATED BLOWS
AGAINST BRI

English Compelled to Meet
One Desperate Assault
After Another.

GREATLY OUTNUMBERED
BY ENEMY AT MANY POINTS

Colonel Swinton Reviews Situ-
ation for Six Weeks Pre-
ceding November 26.

ALLIES IN BETTER POSITION

Iecontly There Is Lull in Operations
and Time for Readjust-
ment of Forces.

LONDON, December 3 (58 12 M.).—
Unlonel 13, D. Swinton, of the intelli-
gence department of the gennral staff
of the Britiah expeditlonary force on
the Continent, in o narrative dated No-

vember 26, glves o general roview of
the development of the situntion of the
force for alx weehn preceding that
fdnte.

There recently has been a lull in ac-
tive operations, he wavys. No progress
han been made by elther alde, and yet
there has come about an Important re-
adjustment In the scope of the part
ilayed by the British army as a whole.
He explaing the movement from the
Itiver Alene to the Belgian frontler to
prolong tha left fank of the Freneh
army, and suys that tn attempting this
the British force was compelled to as-
sume gyesponslbility for an extended
Aection of the frout. e pointa out
that the Hritlsh held only one-twelfth
of the line, so the greater share of
the cominon task of opposing the
enemy fell and still falls to the French,
while the Helgians played an almost
vital part.

With the fall of Antwerp tha Ger-
mans made every cffort to push for-
ward a besleglng force toward the
west, Altogether, they had 250,000
fresh men. Eventually the Germans
had, north of Labassee, about four-
teen corps and elght cavalry divislons,
that |Is “& force of 750,00 mep, with

, . Which to_ attempt 1o ‘driva the aljies,
“eTAto the s een.

In ‘aftditlon;”there “was
Immensely  powerful armament. and
Henky slegc sirtillory, which also had

been, Lrought up from around Ant-
werp.”
AT MANY T ATH ALLIES
AR L GAYLY OUTNSUMBERED
The cyewliness tells of blows de-
livered by the Germans at Nleuport,

Dixmude and Ypres, where “at first the
wllles were Ereatly outnumbered.'

For o whil¢ the Britlsh army around
Ypres held Its ground agalnst repeat-
¢l onslaughts hy vastly superlor
forces. The writer detulls the Ger-
man attacks and describes how they
were Jrustrated. “The British force,”
saya Colonel Swinton, “had to with-
stand an almost contlnuous Lombard-
ment and to meet one desperate as-
sault after another, each carried out
by fresh units from the lirge numbers
which the Germans were devoting to
the operation’” Finally, the French
came to thelr assistance, and never
wns help more welcome, for by then
our small local reserves again and
again had been thrown Into the fight
in the expectation of counterattacks,
wnd our men were exhausted by the
incessant fighting."

The British front has been consider-
ably shortened and, in additlon, has
been reinforced, while a lull has en-
abled the commanders to readjust their
forces, strengthen their positions and
bring up the reserves. There has,
therafore, "been n great general Im-
provement Iin the conditions under
whichh we are carrving on the fight"

Of the fighting which preceded this
reorganlzation, the writer sald it was
due solely to the resource, initiative
and endurance of the reglmental offi-
cers, and men that success has lald
with the Britlsh. He contlnues:

“As the struggle swayed backward
nnd forward, the fightlng assumed a
confused and desperate character. The
unlits became Inextricably mixed, and
in many cases, to satrengthen some
threatened point or to fill a gap in
line, officers had to collect and
throw Into the fAght what men they
could, regardless of the units to which
they belonged.

CONTRIBUTED MATERIALLY
TO SUCCESS OF CAMPAIGN

“The duty of the French, Belglans
and British in the western theatre has
been to hold on to and to keep oc-
cupied ng many of the enemy as posal-
ble, while the Ruaslans werce attacking
in the east. In thls we have played
our part, and have contributed mate-
rlally towards Lthe success of the cam-
palgn.

“The value of years of discipline andj

tralning is as noticeable on the side
of the e¢nemy a8 on our own.
phenomenal losses suffered by the Ger-
mans have been .remarked, and they
were, in part, duc to thelr lack of
training."”

The allles, continued Colonel Swinton,
huve undergone great sacrifices. The
writer. polnts out that the Germans
continue to attack with great courage,
and while they have not galned the
Straits of Dover, they have consoli-
daled their position on the western
frontler, and retain all but a small
rurtiun of Belgium.

“As well as they have fought, how-
ever,' continues the narrative, It s
doubtful If  their achlevements are
commensurate with thelr losses, which
recently have been largely due to a
lnck of trdining and a comparative lack
of digclpling of the Ilmprovised units
lho‘;' put in the feld JEar

Colonel Swinton concludes with the
statement thal, ng the war wlll be one
of exhaustion, after the regular armles
of  the belligerents have done their
work, success will .depend on the raw
material of the countriea concerned,

Cnnmon 1Plles Expense Statement,

WASHINGTON, December 3,—Repre-
! Jogeph (3, Cannon,' of
1linols, formear Speakor of . the Ilousc,
gpent $2,274 In hlg primary and eleetlion

‘eampnigns thls year, necording to his

report fled here to-day,

The |

- OFGOTTON LOAN FUND

Last Important Btep Is Appointment
of State Committees in Eleven
Southern States.

f.arge Part of the $100,000,000 May

Never Be Used, but 1’lan Regarded |

|

| i

i(.‘l{;\ll’ll\[}d.\’ T;J DISCUSS DETAILS
|

i

|

as Buccessful Whether a Dollar Is
Borrowed Under It or Not.

WASHINGTON, December d.—The
last important step prellininary to the
actual operation * of the $135,000,000
cotton Joan fund wasstaken to-day by
the cotton loan committes when It
completed the State committees in
eleven of the Southern States. These
committees will gelect local commlit-
toes at once in every cotton-producing
rommunity. The cotton loan commit-
tea also mnnounced to-night that a
meeting of the chalrmen of the State
commlitiees would be held here on De-
cember 16 to discuss detalls of the loan
plan,

Although the plans for putting the
fund into the hands of cotton producers
| have gone slesadlly forward, i waa in-
dicaled to-night that possibly a large
part of the $100,000,000 contributed by
Northern banks might never bhe used.
OfMiclals here realize that some Southern
producers are not particularly enthusi-
astic over the plan, in view of the In-

1
L
{terest to be pald on loans, and the
| prices now quoted on cotton on the!
New York and Liverpool exchanges.

AL the same time, it was said the plan
lis regarded as auccessful, whether a
| dollar Is borrowed under It or not. The
very fact that the cotton exchanges
have reopened, and that cotton Is mell-
Ing for falrly good prices, ofMclals de-
clared wag due, to some extent at least,
to the completion of the loan fund.
STATE LOAN COMMITTEES
ANNOUNCED IN WASHINGTON

The State loan commlittees announced
to-night Included:

Virginia—John M., Miller, Jr. (chalr-
man), and Jullen H. HIill, Richmond;
Caldwell Hardy, Norfolk; Thomas B.
McAdams, Richmond, and HIES T
Nlicholas, Lynchburg. .

North Carollna—Joseph G. Brown
(chalrman), Ralelgh; W. . Wilkinson,
Charlotte;:. J. V. Gralnger, Wilmington;
J. Elwood Cox, Hlgh Point; John F.
Wiley, Durham; Nell Ellington, Greens-
boro.

South Carollna—R. G. Rhett (chalir-
man), Henry Schachte and E. H.
Pringle, Jr., Charleston: E. W. Robert-
son, Columbia; C. G. Nowland, Sumter,
and John M. Kinard, Newberry.

Tennessee—E, L. Riche (chalrman),
Memphls; B, E. Ragland, Memphls;
Charles A, Lyerly and T. R. Preston,
‘Chattanooga, and J. W, Vanden, Jack-
gson. i E y -

"STEAMER TO BE RELEASED
Treanury Department Finda No Grounds
for Holding the HRerwind.

WASHINGTON, December 3.—Assist-
ant Secretary of the Treasury Peters
to-nlght Instructed
toms Malone at
clearance papers
steamship Berwind, recently detained
by customs authorities there pending
an investigation to determine whether
she had violated the neutrality laws.

The Berwind was charged with fur-
nishing contraband articles to a Ger-
man warshlp outside the three-mille
limit. Upon investigation, however,
the Treasury Department found It had
no grounds upon which to hold her.
The vessel, it was sald here, Is clear-
ing for Charleston to take aboard a
cargo of cotton for Bremen.

FAVORS NEW PRISON PLAN

Garrison Recommends Sweeplog
Chunges In Federal Policy. )

WASHINGTON, December 3.—Sweep-
Ing changes In the Federal military
prison policy are proposed In a recom-
mendation Secretary Garrlson has sub-
mitted to Congress. The plan, designed
for incluslon In the army appropriation

New York
to the

bill, would change the name of the
United States Military Prison at Fort
Leavenworth, Kan, to “the United

States Disclplinary Barracks,” and ex-
tend the Federal paroling system. It
would abollsh the

vide that its duties shall be performed
by the Becretary of War or by officers
he might designate.

EFFECTS OF WAR ON BUSINESS

RMesults of Comprehennive Study Show
That Conditions Are Improving.

NEW YORK, December 3.—The re-
sults of the comprehensive study of
the effects of the European war on
business throughout the United States,
gained from the reports received from
more than 600 correspondents, Includ-
ing Governors, Mavors, officiala of
unions, industrial associations, banks
and bullding assoclations, will be made
at the fifteenth annual meeting of the
Natlonal Civie Federation, which he-
gins here to-merrow.

The report says that conditions are
Improving, and predicts that a further
(advance toward prosperity will bhe
| witnessed during the next few months,

| TO DISCUSS NAVAL PROGRAM
:'(_'Imlrmnu 'I‘llln-t-r.-\;l_\:'-l.ll Confer With
| I'renident Wilson on Monday.

| WASHINGTON, December 3.—Chair-
man Tillman, of the Senate Naval Af-
falrs Commlittee, will discuss the naval
program with Presldent Wilson on
L Monday. After conferences with Rep-
resentative Gardner, who wants a con-
gressional  Investigation of the coun-
try's military preparedness, and Rep-
resentative Sherley, who heads the
subcommittee making appropriations
| for fortifications, Mr. Wilson expects
|lu discuss the question of natlional de-
fenses with other congresslonal
lenders,

KRUPP FACTORY BOMBARDED

Hombs
mnan

Dropped on Rulldings by Alr-
Who Escapes Uninjuored.

LONDON, December 3.—A
to the Exchange Telegraph Company
quotes a message from Berlin to the
effect that the Krupp factory at [ssen,
Germany, was  bombarded yesterday
by an mneronaut. It.s sald that bomba
were ‘dropped from the aeroplanc on
the bulldings devoted to the manufae-
tfure of cannon, . The alrman escaped
uninjured, and the extent of the damage
has not becen ascertalned, £

dispatch

board of commis- |
sloners which governs prisons, and pro- '

R

Collector of Cus- |
to grant |
American

|

GERMANS STRIKE ~ READY FOR CPERATION  |DAVID LAMAR SENTENCED

TOTIWO YERRS IN PRISON

“Wolf of Wall Street” Found Guilty
of Impersonating HRepresenta-
tive Palmer.

JURY OUT FORTY-FIVE MINUTES .

Counsel Announces That Appeal Will |
‘Be Taken to United States Supreme |
Conrt—Admitted to Bail in Sum !
of $10,000. |

- —— |

NEW YORK., Decamber 3.——!’)3\'11'1!
Lamar was lo-day found guilty of im-
personating Mepresentative A. Mitchell
Palmer, of Pennsylvania, for the pur- |
pose of defrauding J. . Morgan & Uo.,
and the United States Steel Corpora-
tion. He was Immediately sentenced io!
serve two years In the Federal penl- |
tentiary at Atlanta, Ga. The jury de-!
liberated on the evidence for forty-five
minutes, |

Lamar wans convicted on two counts!
of the second of the three Indictments |
agalnst him. Hls counsel announced |
that an appeal would he taken to tha
United States Supreme Court on writs |
of error.

After counsel had Interposed mo-
tions for a wrlt of error, and ‘permis-
slon to file a blll of exceptions, Lamar
was admlitted to $10,000 ball pending
an appeal.

The crime of which Lamar—nick-
namerd hy brokers “the Waolf of Wall
Street”—was convicted, Is one seldom |
entered on records of the Federal Court |
here, L
REPRESENTED HIMSELR |

AS CONGRESSYWAN PALVER |

The government charged that Lamur[
and his friend, Edward Lauterbach, al
lawyer, entered into a consplracy tol
obtain money from the Unlted States!
Steel Corporation and the Morgan firmn |
by representing themselves as agents|
of Speaker Clark and other men hlzll!
In Congress. To further this consplr-!
acy. It was charged Lamar telephoned |
Lewls Cass lLedyard-and others, re|1-1
resented himself over Ihe telephone to !
be Representative Palmer, of Pennsyl-
vanla, sald that he was acting with
the knowledge and sanction of Speaker
Clark, and sought to have Mr. Led-
yard obtaln employmeént for Lauter-

bach with the Morgan firm or the
Steel Corporation.
The telephone conversation, It was

testified, lasted for several duvs hefore |
Mr. Ledyard telephoned (o the' real|
Representative I'aliner and found that
he had been talking proviously with
an Impostor. In the meantime Mr.
Ledyard had =ean Lauterbach, and Lau-
terbach, Mr. Ledyard sald, had de-
manded money for:hie services.

;. Three indictme ~by.
grand jury. Two of them charged La-
mar with™ representing himself as an
officer of the Unlted States govern-
ment; the third charged Lamar and
Lauterbach with consplracy. The one)|
naming Lauterbach, District Attorney |
Marshall said, would be pressed against
Lauterbach at an early date.

After the 'indictments were mada|
publie, Lamar fled the jurisdiction of |
the Federal Court for the Southern!
District of New York and remained in|
Washington, whence he resisted o:ﬂrn-!
dition. Detectives, however, found
him here not long ago, walking !ul
the lobby of one of New
known hotels.

York’'s best |
AT HOME FROM VERA CRUZ

Tranuports Iench Philndelphin
a0 Officers nod Men uon Hoard.

PHILADELPHIA, PA, December 3.— |
Three hundred an «Afty marine corpa
officers and men reached Philadelphia
to-dany on the transport San Marlos, |
which salled from Vera Cruz the day
the Unlted States turned over that eity
to the Mexicans, The tranaports Den-
ver and Clty of Memphls, which were
fog-bound with the San Marlos at Dela-
ware Capes, wlll dock to-morrow.

The advance guard of the returning |
forece received a warm welcome. |

Beginning to-morrow the officers and |
men on the three transports. 2,800 in |
all, are to be.glven thirty days leave. |

Colonel Littleton W, T. Waller, in |
command of the marines, with hls st:n“r.{
is on the Denver.

PROTEST BY SPRING-RICE

Oritish Subjects Oppone Arizona 50 Per
Cent Allen Laobor Lavwr.

WASHINGTON,

With |

December 3, —8ir
Cecil Spring-Rice, the Britlah ambas-
sador, to-day presented to the State
Department n protest from the British
consul at Bisbee, Arlz,, agalnst the
Arizona “S0 per cent allen lubor law.”

The law, which provides that all per-
sons or corporations employing more
than flve persons shall have in their
gervice at least 50 per cent American
citizens, was opposed at o meeting of

British subjects, who asked that the
ambassador here take the matter up
with the State Department.

The State Department iz said to be

unable to talke any action in the mat-
ter.

.

gtetet il 5 ] |
HEARINGS ON PROTESTS BEGIN

posed Wange Heductions.

WASHINGTON,
Ings on protests
wauge reductions  for mechanies in
navy-yvards bhegan to-day before Sce-
retary Daniels and Assistant Secretary

3.~—~Hear-

I.?oc-cmber
ngainst  proposed

Roosevelt, The case of the men at

the New York yard was heard, and

others will follow In this order:
Norfolk, December 4; Washington,

December 7; Annapolls, December 12;
Portsmouth, N. ., December 14; I’hila-
delphia, December 16; Newport, R, 1.,
Decemgber 17: Charleston, S, C,, Decem-
Ley 18,

'DUTCH STEAMER ASHORE

ftewcued by Life-Savers
Girent DifMeulty.

DEAL, ENGLAND, December (via
London, 10:40 A, MO).—During one of
Lthe fiercest gales on record, the Duteh
steamer Batlan, of 6000 tons gross,
from Java, went ashore last nlght on
Goodwin Sands, after a collision with
the British steamer Niobe.

The weather was so bad that the
life-gapars were unable to lnuneh their
lifeboat until early to-day, when they
rescued the DBoatjan's crew with dif-
feulty, %

The Niohae

Crew With

lnter anchored in  the

Downe, and repofted she had nod (HER
ualties on board,

e wara fannd-by the  SSRIT. ) Y CIY ARKID) o

| Mrs.
i performed

y well, and that
1 In his favor.

1]
SHOT BY
AN, WHO ESCAPES

General Claim Agent of
Chesapeake and Ohio Des-
perately Wounded.

PHYSICIANS GO TO HIS

AID BY SPECIAL TRAIN !

Ball Remeved in Critical Opera-
tion, and Midnight Reports
Are Favorable.

SUSPECTS

SEVERAL ARRESTED

Tramps on Passing Train Taken Into
Custody, and Police Scour
Neighborhood.

Re:ting More Comfortably

Mr. Scherer wans siated to he rest-
Iing more comfortably at 2:30 o'clock
thin " morning. ‘The hend ourse al
the Clifton Forge Honplital szld over
the long distance telephone that,
while hy no means out of drnger,
his condition was In every AWERY nn
favoruble an could he expected nfter
#o serloun a shock and such an op-
erntion.

Luther I. Scherer, general claim
agent of the Chesapeake and Ohlo

Railway Company, who has been the

Sherlock Holmes In  more important
criminal cases than, perhaps, any
other man in Virginia, was shot and
seriously  wounded near Covington
early wvesterday morning, Mr. Scher-
er, with Speclal Agents A. M. Rich-
ardson, J. K. Rice and A, Headrick,

were at Payne's Grade, a mile east aof
Covington, Investigating a serles of
freight-car robberles, whken the party
was fired upon by a man standing be-
tween two cars of a passing freight
Four shots were fired. One of
them struck Mr. Scherer, entering the
left side of the back and lodging three
Inches from the spine and just above
the hip. AMr. Scherer fell In ‘his tracks.
The freight train was Jnoving slowly,
and was immediately: fingged by his

comrades, and they swung.themselves |
PN :

e train
) g : sald ™ last
nlght that the asgeallint had escaped.
WOUNDED MAN HURRIED

TO CLIFTON FORGE HOSPITAL

Mr. Scherer was placed aboard the

freight, and a record run was made to |

Clifton Forge, where the victim of the
nssnssin's shot was  placed In the
Chesapeake und Ohlo Hospltal, He was
attended by Dr. J. C. Wysor, of Clif-

ton Forge, but the wound was regard- |

ed to be of such a dangerous char-
acter that friends and family In Rich-

HERL SCHERER
UNKNOWN

|

|
|
|
|
|

|
(]

mond were notified, and a speeial train |

was made up to ecarry Dr. George Hen
Johnston and Dr. W, T. Oppenhimer,
chief surgeon of the Chesapeake and
Ohio Rallway, to Mr. Scherer's side.
Scherer accompanied the physi-
clans, and last night Mr. Scherer's two
sons were called. An operation was
in the afternoon; and the
advices received last night
that Mr., Scherer was resting
all the indleations were

latest
stated

WAS INVESTIGATING

freight
been broken into

Recently several
Payne's Crade, have
and robbed, and Al
in Clifton
personal investigation. With
specinl agents accompanving him, he
was standing by the rallroad tracks
when the |frelght train passed. AS
one of the forward cars passed them

o white man leaned out from behind
it and fired four shots in rapid sue-
cession. Startled by the fusillade, the

detectlves turned to shield themselves,
and as they turned one of the bullets—
evidently from u .38-calibre revolver—
struck Mr. Scherer In the back. He
swung around from the impact and
fell, The train was moving slowly,
and the others, bent on catching the
would-be murderer, swung themselves
aboard and waved to the englneer. The
train was stopped and several tramps
were arrested. Whether the man who
fired the shot was in the number is
not definitely known, the latest dia-
patches saying that it was belleved
he had escaped, Mr, Scherer was
placed on the train, and the prisoners
were algso taken to  Clifton Forge,
where police and special agents will

make every endeavor to discover the
man who fired the shots.
MAY HAVE PICKED

SCEERER AS HIS TARGET

Whether the man fired at randomn or
picked out Mr, Scherer asg his target no

ene connected with the Investigation
e T feoulid determine Iast night, but the
' Mechanles In Navy-Yards Oppose 'ro- | £eneral  belief  was that some mis-

recognized the famous specinl
agent, and, on the chance of escaping
o the train, toolk @ pot shot st him..
The shooting occurred shortly befofe
5 o'clock, when It was still dark, and
the position of the detective and hils
special agents was made known by the
fiashlights they were using.

As soon as the train reached Clifton
Forge the Richmond office of the
Chesapenke and Ohlo Railway was no-
tified, and at 6 o'clock the speeial train
carrying Drs. Johnston and Csppen-
himer and Mrs, Scherer had been made
up and was on its way. The tracks
were cleared fov Its passing, and, af-
ter a quick run, they arrived in Clifton
Forge at 11:45 o'clock. =
ACHIEVED IPAME

IN HEATTIE CASE

Mr. Scherer, who has figured in hun-
dreds of othér criminal cases, achioved
his ehief fame through his work con-
nected with the Beattie murder.
wans he who gathered and connected
all the widely-varied evid¢nce in (his
case nnid presented It to 1. O, Wenden-
burg, chief prosveutor, in such form
that it was found Lo be unimpenchable
when put into the record, 1t was sald
at the time, and it ls sald now, that
Mr. Scherer had more to do with the
convietion of the murderer than any
other one mau, and that It needed only
Mr. Wendenburg's clear reasgning nnd

crennt

!

| “
FREIGHT-CAR ROBRERIES |T2hama Canal

cars, near |

Scherer, who was | oqrigan
Forge, decided to make & |thare,

|
|

|

C. & O. Agent Desperately Wounded I
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INUE ADVANCE
RYZEMYSL
HOUT CHECK

Apparent That New Battle
Develops Southwest
of Lodz.

FRESH GERMAN FORCES _
ON THIS FIGHTING FRONT

R

Kaiser’s Soldiers Again Trying
to Penetrate Russian
Centre.

LULL IN WESTERN CONFLICT

No Change to Prompt Italy to Alter
Neutrality Policy, Premier
Announgss.

Little Information
Regarding Operations

ITH huodreda of thousaods of
men fighting nlong the hiattle
fronis in, the eastern and’ tern
nrenn-'uﬂl‘;urupe. the officinl state-
menin vouchsafe little informailon
regarding  adtunl - operations.  Ap-.
parently only on the French right
wing In France have the troops of
the oppoxing  natlons shown any
particuler activity the Iant twenty-
four hourn. 'The French report the
occupation of Lesmenils and one of
the signal siations at Xon, on.the
right bank of the Monelle.. Like-:|
wine' In the Vougen, the French have
tnken, an observatlon polnt previ-’
ously occupled by the .Gcrmn_’na. 2

In Poland., where all e¥es nre.
fixed, the Germans, after extricating |
thempelven from n  dificnlt ang
meoncing ponition, nre direeting
thelr efforis againwt the Russian
army, which falled a few days ngo

REPORT ON WEAKNESS
D7 NATIONAL DEFENSES

Major-Generbl Watherspons, Ghiet of
Staff of Army, Lays Con-
ditlons Bare.

NO AVAILABLE RESOURCES

Without Materlal Improvement, Pan-
ama Canal, Philippines, Alaska
and Hawailan JIslands All Unpro-
tected Against Foreign Attack.

el i
[Special to The Times-Dispateh.]
NEW YORK, December 3.—DMajor-
General W. W, Wolherspoon, chlef of
staff of the United States Army, has
Informed President Wilson that it
would be impossible to protect the
Panama Canal from a foe In the pres-
tnil state of . the national defenses.
The Philippines,  Alngka and the
Hawallan Islands, be declares, nre all
in a similar defenseless conditlion.
“That the great waterway of the
will’ be ‘unprotected
against the operatlons of & Nrat-clasa
military power,” says General Wother-
spoon, "by the present or proposed
we contemplate placing
without the power and abllity

the 4o reinforce It rapldly by troops from
‘the

United States, {s manifest.”

And he adds: “Without a material
change in conditions at home, we have
no avallable resources from which
to reinforce them, even should time be
given to us to do so0."

This  revelation® of the weakness of
the natlonnl defenses is mada In a re-
port dated November 15, 1914, which
General Wotherspoon made to Secre-
tary of War Garrlson, by whom It was
referred to the President.

The chlef of staff referred to the
defense of the Phllipplnes as “mani-
fextly Impossible under existing con-
ditions,” and characterized the garrl-
son of Alaska as ‘‘ridiculous.”
REPORT SENSATIONAL
IN CONFIRMATION IT GIVES

In other respects the report Is sen-
sitional in the confirmation it af-
fords from the uniformed head of the |
atmy of the charge muade from out-
side sources of the complete Inade-
quacy of the army establishment to
cope with any emergency which might

arlse.  He notes the fact quite nel- |
dentally, for instance, that the army
is 104 officers and 7,523 enlisted men |

below Its authorvized strength, and that |
there Is a total deficiency in the Const'
Artlllery Corps of the regular army
and the organized militia of 856 ofM- |
cers and 24,459 enlisted men,

It was through figures officially sup-
plied in reports by - Genernl Wother-
spoon that the fArst Inkllng wnas ob-
tained that there la only sufficlent am-
munition on hand for our coagl defen-
ders to give half an hour!s bhattle to
an enemy. To this may also bo added,
in General Wotherspoon's own worda
ad presented to the President:

“The deficlencies, in the matter
fire control and searchlights are of
the most serlous charncter. As
matter of fact, proper Nre control and
searchlight Installatlon is only maln-
talned. in a limited number of first-
class defense areas, the remalnder of
the fire control syvstemns and search-
light eyuipment being deflefent or im-
provised.™
WOTHERSPOON DESCRIBES

OTHER DERFICIENCIES

Describing other deficlencies, Gen-
eral Wotherspoon. says: .

“The deflelency In the coast artll-
lesy branch ls 200 officers and 11,351
enlisted men, - As  to the materinl
necessary to put this foree Into the
field and maintaln It therd for six
months—and the first. six months of
a war are its most vital parlod—there
Is a, very declded deflciency In many
impariant  rospects, IPor . Instance,
therve are only 660 horaes avallable for
uge In drill and. ipsatruction  of  the

of
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TORPEDD EQUIPMENT
UF NAVY N DEFEGTIVE

Popular Eagkeralion' < ot 8o
comings .Subject of Btate-

ment by Daniels.

CARRIES REPORT BY STRAUSS

Issued Particularly to Prove Mislead-
ing Declaration by Representative
Gardner Concerning Lack of Long-
Range Missiles on New Battleships.

WASHINGTON, December 3.—What
officlals regard “as popular exnggera-
tion of admitted defects in the Amer-
lean navy's torpedo equipment was the

subject of a statement issued to-night
by Sceretary Danlels, embodying a spe-
clnl report from Rear-Admliral Strauss,
chief of the Burenu of Ordnance. Spe-
cifieally, the statement was prepared
to prave mislending n declaration that,
“of long-range torpedoes, there  aro
only fifty-elght In the navy,” quoted
from a speech by Representative Gard-
ner, ‘of Massachusetts, who is urging
the adminlstration to support his res-
olution for' an Investigntion of the
nation's military preparcdness,
STATEMENT FURNISHED -

. BY ORDNANCE CHIEF

"This statement standing by itself
ia caleulated to leave a false Impres-
slon,” sald Mr. Daniels, “In view of
repeated statements that the navy
has only fifty-elght long-range  tor-
pedoes, the chief of the Bureau of Ord-
nance has . beon asked to furnish a

stulement - concerning the torpedo
situation and has complled as fol-
lows:

"'The fAfty-elght long-range tor-
pedoes 8o oftgn referred to a3 the

only ones the navy possesses pre of
the twenty-one-inch, twenty-one-foot
type, and there is no -ship In the
United States Navy yet in commission
that Is prepared to take them. They
were manufactured for new ships un-
der construction, beginnlng with the
Nevada and the Oklahoma, and the
two shipa will not o into commission
until about the entl of next yvear.
“‘Beglnning with the Virglnia class,
which went Into commission principally
In 1906, and up to and including Texas,
which wept Into commission this- yaar,
all- the buttléships are provided with
twenty-one-lnch, seventean-foot tuhes,

| Within the last two years It was found

possible to improve the twenty-one-
Inch seventeen-footl torpedo ns to prac-
tically double.its range, and. steps were
taken at:once to consdtruct new tor-
pedoes having the Increaséd range. We
already. have a sufficlent number of
these longer range torpedoes to outnt
the elght most recent Dreadnoughts In
commlssion, and that la the equipment
that they will'have on board. .
LONG-RANGE TORPEDOES °

FOR ALL BATTLESHIPS
In additlon tg. the aboye, there are
being manufactured at the government
works, at Newport, ahd the ' Blisa
works, at Brooklyn, n suffieclent number
to provide all of the battleships of Lthe
Unlted Statea Navy ‘with' the long-
range torpedo,

**All of the armored crulsers except
four and all of the older destroyers ars
provided with nineteen-inch tubss. All
of the crulsers and nll of the destroyers
subsequent to destroyer No. 28 are pro-
vided with torpedoes that were up-to-
flate In range and ‘apeéd one year ago.
Since then a scheme has been developed
for Increasing the range of the elgh-
teen-Ineh torpedo, and there now are
in process of construction ‘elghteen-
inch torpedoes af the newer typo, which
wlill outfit ‘all destroyers from No. 28

Ith the long-range wenrpon,

/ "'long-range torpedoes nelther are

nor desired for submarines.
Submarine warfarc is of such a char-
acter as to make It advisable to  use
short-range, high-apeed: torpedoes, and
that ls the clasa that submarines -are
being furnished with. The Aboukly,
Cressy and Hogue were torpedocd re-
cently, It will . be vecallad, at a range
of 500 yards'" HEET "

"In Alaace, the'station of Burn

to encomp the invadern. 'The
Petrograd view of the situntion Is
that the “Waraaw campalgnof the
Germauy appears to have renolved
itnelf Into n persistent and dogged |
Erinding ngalnst the Russion  cén-
tre with the nld of recently arrived
‘heavy, reinforcementn,” ' o, 0 0

A L Tmgvetee
Servik’s' castinlilen
ning ‘gt the war are ex
100,000, 1 '

Italy will. maintain an’ attitude of
“loyal, but watchful and armed neu-
trality” if she follows the ndvice
of Premier Salandra. !

The French Cabinet will return to
Parls  from Dordeaux, and the
Fronch Parliament will meet In ex-:
troordinary mepslon In Parls on De=:
cember 22, The announcement of
the return of fhe government in'
token to indicate the alllen mre con-
vinced they now have in Northern
France forces of sufiiclent ntrength
to check any German ndvance,

LONDON, December 3 (10° P. M.).—
With the lull in the battle In the west,
which has become a heavy cannonade
at widely separated points, with only!
occaslonal infantry attacks,
centres In she struggle between tho:
Russians and Germans In the east ¥

At last the Russians have approached
within firing djstance of Cracow, their
advance from | Przemysl having pro-
ceeded without real check, They were.
reported to-day to be mounting heavy
batteries around the town of Wiellczka,
which they oeccupled yesterday, : and
from which the outer forts of Cracow
can be reached. $ ;

Important as thls is—for .the fall of
Cracow would lay open: the roads to
Vienna, Breslau and Berlin—the main
interest in the east continiies to rest
with the operations on the irregulan
front through Lodz and Lowlcz to the
East Prussian border. Omeial pro-
nouncements as to progress hare are
guarded and indefinfte, and It is diMm-
cult to arrive at a conclusion as to tha
course of events,

It ls npparent, however, that a new
battle has developed southwest of
Lodz, where the Germans have formerd
A new llne with fresh forces brought
from Kallse, and are again trying to
penotrate the Russian centre.

MUST TURN ATTENTION
TO RUSSIAN OFFENSIVE

The Russians, too, have had time to
stralghten out thelr line, and, In the
eyes of the allles, another battle fol-
lowing so closely that just concluded
In this reglon must help them In the
Jdong run, for, It Is argued, win or lose,
the Germans must be further weakened,
and, in addition, soon will have to turn
their attention to the Itusslan offensive
agalnst Silesia and around Cracow.

On the other hand, German experts
helleve that defeat for the Russlans
would enable the German generals to
unite all their forces for another blow
agningt the allles In the west. .

There has been no newa for several
days of the fighting In the Caucasus
or in Egypt, but throughout the whols
of Afrlca more livelliness |s anticipated
now that General Christian de Weat has
been captured,. and General Louls
Botha can carry out his orlginal plans

Atrica. The first Australlan and New .
in Egypt for operatlons against tlie
Turks, and Portuguese reinforcements,
have reached Angoln to take the offen-
slve against the Germans
African borders. :

The political event of the day wWan

that nothlug had Intervened to prompt

OFFICIAL REFORT A
- TSSUED BY FRENCH
PARIS, December '3 (10:50° P, M.)2-
The - followlrig official ‘communication
was issued by the War Office to-nights
“The only" Interesting’ ndws r&}ﬁi (Lt
[to our right wing anhd to the day of;
December 2, ‘On the right banik’ {lpi
River . Moselle, we, have. 'occuplis
Lesmenily and'the signal of Xon, ¥
“In_the Vosges, alr troopa hive caps="
the Tete de Faux, south' of the
villaga . ‘Bonhomme, “which . domluate:
the range of hills forming the front

the Germanw,

Interes: .

on ' their -

the Premier of Ttaly's announcement

Italy to alter her policy of neutrality,

and ‘has served as an obaervatory \fiFdd

of moving against German Southwest ' =

Zealand contingents have been landed
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